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Abstract

For last thirty years, special education has structurally evolved from separative education to integrate
education and then finally to full integrate education. Such changes deliver the important message that
no one should be a subject to discrimination and that everyone should get along each other on the ground
that no one can interfere with the dignity of human beings.

Changes made on the special education so far originated from changes made on paradigms of social
science and such changes made on paradigms of social science derived from the processes to solve social
problems of human beings. Such transactions made on paradigms led education policies to be more open
to public opinions and management methods for special education to focus more on enhancing qualities
than ever. As a result, the position of special education evolved from being traditionally functional to
being analytical and then finally to being humane. Moreover, the importance of educational support to
discover and maximize potential abilities of individuals and allow everyone regardless of problems, whether
it's mental or physical, has also been emphasized.

Therefore this research focused on discovering the ultimate educational alternative from the Reggio
Emilia Approach used in Italy to adequately support everyone who is subject to special education, recalling
upon mistakes made in previous special education programs. Reggio Emilia Approach started in a quite
small town in Italy and successfully developed as a regional management system pursuing active interactions
and communications between educators, children, parents and local societies. After countless repetitions
of self-examinations and following improvements, the Reggio Emilia Approach achieved the honor to be
selected as among top ten world education programs by Newsweek in 1991 , and such reputation for
values and effects of this education approach never seems to end soon.

The characteristics of the Reggio Emilia Approach are rotational activities of various mediums and proj—
ect-based teaching methods replacing education processes, values. Educational ideas that are aimed heavily
on the Reggio Emilia Approach, or value education methods, include subjective values, values earned from
variation, values earned from participation ,values earned from democracy, values earned from studying,
as well as such outcomes of its educational processes as playing, emjoyment and feeling emotions. Moreover,
the Reggio Emilia Approach considers children to be excellent and rightful individuals and puts great
importance on understanding and listening to opinions of children. Project classes, which replace education

* Correspondin. Author Address: Professor, Department of Special Education, Division of Education, Baeseok University,
115, Anseo—dong, Dongnam-gu, Cheonan-si, Chungcheongnam-do, Korea, 330-704; E-mail: katakim@bu.ac.kr;
Tel: +82-41-550-2463; Fax: +82-41-550-9089.
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processes, lead thinking processes of children to be completed on the process of connecting relationships
with others. The mass medium circulation activity is an important tool to expand thinking ability of children
helping their understanding of matters. In addition to adopting this amazing education approach, basic
principals such as educational choice, structural harmony among groups, forming interesting educational
institutions, education aimed at building mutual relationships, enhancement and expansion of communica—
tion as well as successful formation of relationships were set up and have successfully been fulfilled so far.

The Reggio Emilia Approach has tried hard to discover practical alternative to pave the way for future
education without traits of previous school education programs that were unnecessarily and traditionally
regimental, and masterful. This education plans to persue such ideal education that aims for achieving
happiness and satisfaction from both students and teachers by recognizing respecting characteristics and
diversities of ones who are subject to the program.

Considering educational problems related to contemporary special education, 1 realized there were common
interests between problems of contemporary special education and problems the Reggio Emilia Approach
tried to solve. Therefore, I concluded that such careful and detailed educational methods suggested by
the Reggio Emilia Approach might be useful to people with physical and mental problems. According
to this conclusion, I first suggested basic principles of special education in the context of the Reggio
Emilia Approach, claimed revised version of contemporary juvenile views and educational views of special
education by the Reggio Emilia Approach, searched for more appropriate educational alternatives following
self-examinations over contemporary special education recalling upon project classes in the Reggio Emilia
Approach which replace educational processes, and finally examined effects of contemporary special educa—
tion when combined with the mass medium rotation activity, which are used to expand thinking process
in the Reggio Emilia Approach.

It might seem that outcomes of this research have been released later than they were supposed to
be since other Korean researchers already started studying the Reggio Emilia Approach around 20 years
ago However, this program has won enormous reputation among child education industries as well as
children's art education industries which will eventually contribute to discover important keys to problems
of contemporary special education programs.

Keywords. Reggio Emilia Approach; Educational Ideas; Project—based Teaching Methods;
Rotational Activities of Various Mediums; Special Education; Full Integrated Education.
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